[Surgical diagnostic methods in the thoracic area].
Radiological changes in the lung, in the mediastinum and in the pleura should always be clarified. The thoracic surgery realizes methods, which have a minimal risk and a low rate of complications but have a high degree of efficacy. Those methods are biopsy of lymphatic nodes, mediastinoscopy and open chest pleuro-pulmonary biopsy. The methods are described and their indications and also their value is discussed in the scope of the diagnostic system of the lung clinic.